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Introduction

At CLiKD, we believe in love, we believe in personality and we believe in individuality. It is for these reasons CLiKD have launched 
the UK’s biggest ever report on dating - ‘The Personality of Dating’. To demonstrate just how important personality is to dating, 
but also to give you some tips and guidance to help more of you find that special one. 

Love is undoubtedly an amazing thing. That search for a special person to join you on your journey through life or, as is 
sometimes the case, may turn out to be for a few fleeting days or weeks. Poets, singers and artists, speak, sing and paint about 
it. It has launched ships and started wars, it permeates every walk of life and can raise you to amazing heights or shock and rock 
you to the core. What is clear is if it hits you, then you are blessed, and that is why we have built CLiKD, to help people find that 
special someone to connect with.

In the modern day, more and more people are meeting online, but I believe that too much emphasis is put on superficiality and 
profile photos. This is why, with CLiKD, it is who you are and what you are about which is the deciding factor. Our personality quiz 
has revealed some amazing insights into what singles were looking for in 2018. I love how romantic it seems our British public 
are, with the number one question for women being that they want someone who values love over success. Whilst it is true men 
were more concerned with finding someone to go to the pub with, I like to think that a partner in crime down the pub or in life is 
just as important.
 
I find the way that our users have used our app really inspiring. Men professing their desire for someone who is also focused on 
environmental issues and women expressing the importance of personal expansion and travel to them, when looking for love. 
It’s also been a chance to highlight the importance of personality in dating. Advising women, via our stats, that letting as much 

of their sense of humour loose as possible (toilet humour 
and all) and being able to highlight their ambition for deep 
conversations and complex thinking in the Gay and Bisexual 
dating scene is part of the progress we are trying to bring to 
the dating world with this report.
 
At CLiKD, we believe in the power of personality to bring 
people together. Which is why we look forward to helping 
to give singles encouragement to express their own unique 
personality. This report suggests what will give them the very 
best chance to find a partner who is something more than 
a swipe on a profile photo. Perhaps Oscar Wilde was onto 
something all those years ago when he said: “Be yourself; 
everyone else is already taken”!

Foreword by CLiKD Founder, Michael Blakeley



CLiKD is a new dating app which puts personality first and requires potential suitors to pass each other’s personal 3-question 
photo based quiz, before they can chat. The unique quiz element allows users to define what’s important to them in relationships 
and matches them with people on their wavelength. By making choices in the app, we have accumulated some great data and 
insights into UK singles.

With over 1.5 million answers and a sample size of over 30k participants, CLiKD is able to provide you with the most in-depth 
report on dating for 2019. CLiKD’s statistics have been arrived at using Structured Query Language to manage their database of 
questions. Data of answers and questions has been provided by CLiKD users. Our app analyses and anonymizes the data and is 
able to give us the breakdown of the answers to all the questions on our app, without giving away user names and specific details. 

Sample Demographics:
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a. Sampled from 30,693 Participants of CLiKD App from 1st 
Jan to 31st Dec 2018

b. Male – Female split: 54% - 46%

c. Age breakdown:
 i. 18-24: 29.5%
 ii. 25-34: 36.5%

 iii. 35-44: 23%
 iv. 45+: 11%
 v. 22-37 “Millennials”: 64%

d. Location
 i. London: 55%
 ii. Rest of UK: 45% 

Methodology

Question Stats:

To ensure the quality of the statistics, the BBC Guidelines on Statistics were adopted, and only questions with a minimum of 500 
uses as profile questions, or which had been answered 2000 times were examined, thus minimizing the margin of error. Questions 
where the answer differential was less than 3% were discarded from the data set. Please note in relation to our LGB section, our 
data set was significantly smaller and some results were included under this threshold.

Privacy Statement

At CLiKD, we believe in Privacy and keeping people’s data safe and secure. We will never abuse your data or sell it on. To find out 
more on our stance on privacy, please see our Privacy Policy on our website.  In terms of the data which makes up this report, 
our app analyses and anonymizes the data and is able to give us the breakdown of the answers to all the questions on our app, 
without giving away user names or specific details and we do not monitor individual user’s information.



Question Format:

Each question on the CLiKD app takes the form of an either/or. Each question has two possible answers and those are represented 
in a picture format. They’re intended to tease out ones’ personality. The questions are CLiKD’s defining USP and the basis of the 
data in this report. The questions put us in a unique position to see what users really want to know about potential partners. This 
is especially true when users upload their own questions. We get a real sense of users as individuals.

CLiKD Has the Data to Help:

We believe that dating should be all about personality, because it is who you are and not what you look like which should 
count. However, navigating those first few dates can be tricky, so after analysing 1.5 million response on our app from over 30k 
singletons, we have come up with some top tips to help you succeed on your dates…
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Step 1: 20 Recommendations Step 2: Set up and take 3 
question quizzes

Step 3: See if you’ve CLiKD



Section 1: Dating Statistics: 
What UK Singles Look For



Our results show (in order) that heterosexual 
men are looking for*:
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1. A relaxed girlfriend

2. A pub partner

3. Someone who prefers kink to cuddles 

4. A faithful partner

5. An independent traveller

6. A dog lover

7. One who values personality

8. An environmentalist (or she has the concerns 
of one) 

9. A woman who is introverted

10.  Someone who values love over success

*We looked at the top 20 questions on the app by the number of people who selected them. We then listed the top 10, then 
removed some questions which were duplicates or had significant overlap on that list. The following data (top 10 questions) is 
culminated from a total of 308,114 data samples.

Question Answer you want your match to give
1 Go with the flow, or plan before you go? Go with the Flow: 78% Plan before you go: 22%
2 Friday night; prefer to pub or club? Pub: 84% Club: 16%
3 Kinky or cuddles? Kinky: 63% Cuddles: 37%
4 If your partner cheats on you? Game Over: 86% Continue: 14%
5 Travel solo or in a group? Solo: 67% In a group: 33%
6 Cats or dogs? Cats: 23% Dogs: 77%
7 Personality or looks? Personality: 90% Looks: 10%
8 Would you take a sports car or halt global 

warming?
Sports car: 26% Stop Global Warming: 74%

9 When you arrive at a party are you more? Make a big splash: 45% Quietly on the fringe: 55%
10 Sitting back content to me is? Success at the office: 7% Relaxing with your partner: 93%

Top 10 Questions Used by Heterosexual Men



5

1. Someone who values love over success

2. A romantic

3. A travel companion

4. A Remain voter

5. An adventure seeker

6. A dog lover

7. A relaxed boyfriend

8. A pub partner

9. An extrovert

10.  A beach buddy

Our results show (in order) what heterosexual 
women are looking for: 

Question Answer you want your match to give
1 Sitting back content to me is? Success at the office: 6% Relaxing with your partner: 94%
2 Run for cover or dancing in the rain? Run for cover: 5% Dance in the rain: 95%
3 Travel solo or in a group? Solo: 29% In a group: 71%
4 Brexit or remain? Brexit: 3% Remain: 97%
5 If you won £1,000,000 would you buy a 

house or travel till the money runs out?
Buy a house: 33% Travel: 67%

6 Cats or Dogs? Cats: 22% Dogs: 78%
7 Go with the flow, or plan before you go? Go with the flow: 69% Plan before you go: 31%
8 Friday night prefer to Pub or Club? Pub: 90% Club: 10%
9 When you arrive at a party are you more? Make a big splash: 57% Quietly on the fringe: 43%
10 Which do would you prefer? Beach holiday: 56% City break: 44%

Top 10 Questions Used by Heterosexual Women 
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1. A pub partner

2. A relaxed partner

3. Someone who prefers kink to cuddles

4. A holiday partner to see the Aurora Borealis

5. A travel companion

6. A dog lover

7. Someone who values love over success

8. Someone who’ll join them on a City Trip

9. Someone who isn’t an attention seeker

10.  A faithful partner

Our results show (in order) what same sex 
daters are looking for: 

Top 10 Questions Used by LGB

Question Answer you want your match to give
1 Friday night prefer to Pub or Club? Pub: 90% Club: 10%
2 Go with the flow, or plan before you go? Go with the flow: 67% Plan before you go: 33%
3 Kinky or cuddles? Kinky: 56% Cuddles: 44%
4 Aurora Borealis or Safari? Aurora Borealis: 81% Safari: 19%
5 Travel solo or in a group? Solo: 33% In a group: 67%
6 Cats or dogs? Cats: 35% Dogs: 65%
7 Values love over success? Love: 89% Success: 11%
8 City break or beach holiday? City break: 63% Beach holiday: 37%
9 When you arrive at a party are you more? Make a big splash: 37% Quietly on the fringe: 63%
10 If your partner cheats on you? Game Over: 83% Continue: 17%
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What Straight Men and Women Are Looking For

What Bi and Same Sex Daters Are Looking For



• Politics was hugely important to users in 2018 with the B 
word (Brexit) dominating people’s dating criteria. 91% of 
CLiKD users declared themselves as Pro-Remain. 
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• The appeal of the Hipster looks to have taken a knock last 
year. Despite tattoos still being in vogue with 67.3% of 
users supporting tattoos over the au natural look, 55.5% 
of women prefer men to have a clean-shaven face with 
72.4% of women between the ages of 18-30 being 
especially pro clean-shaven.  

• That wasn’t the only element of British Politics helping bring 
people together in 2018. 75% of users preferred Jeremy 
Corbyn to Theresa May as a way to deter Tory voters.

• 2018 was another year in which Love Island piqued the 
interest of the British public. Shockingly (and maybe 
thankfully) 87% of users find British Politics more relevant 
to them than the hit summer reality show. 

• Last year, Ed Sheeran was high on users minds. 88% were 
still hung up on wanting him killed on Game of Thrones over 
Cersei Lannister. However, it’s not looking all bad for Ed. 
This year, 75% of users would still rather listen to him than 
nails on a chalkboard #winning. 

• Veganism was one the hot topics of 2018 and many found 
themselves backing the much mocked diet/way of life with 
72.5% of users believing that Vegan food is amazing. 

Section 2: Dating Statistics: 2018 highlights



Section 3: Madeleine Mason Roantree: The 
Year in Review and 2019 Predictions

People prefer spontaneity in their dating lives because of the 
excitement of the unknown. Especially when using dating apps, 
users are automatically more inclined to seek out the exciting and 
unknown by the nature of using them in the first place to meet 
new people.

However, humans respond best to honesty (even if it’s not 
something they’d like to hear) and find themselves more relaxed 
when in the presence of someone they perceive as being genuine. 
In that same way, the best interactions happen between people 
dating when they’re behaving in a way that’s natural to them i.e. 
relaxing with a drink or cracking some jokes. In that same vein, 
extroverts may be more attractive because of what comes across 
as a natural confidence in acting as oneself, but that shouldn’t 
stop those who are more introverted from being successful at 
dating. This is the value of personality based dating. CLiKD’s 
picture based questions help tease out preferences that allow 
users to match with people on a more genuine level, which in 
turn increases the chances of great matches.

It is all really about personality and values when it comes to 
dating. Whilst physical attraction is key, a genuine connection and 
sense of comfort between one another is essential for a healthy 
relationship. Finding someone who is on the same page as you, 
therefore becomes paramount to finding the relationship you 
want.

It’s with that in mind that I predict that more personality driven 
dating apps should become key to dating culture in 2019.

Madeleine Mason

Madeleine is a dating and relationship psychologist. She is the Director of Relationship Psychology Services at The 
Vida Consultancy, founder of the UK Dating Fair and UK National Singles Day. As a Dating Coach, she has worked 
with people of all ages and issues - from those who have never been in a relationship to bringing couples back 

together.
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Section 4: Dating Statistics: 
How to Succeed With 

Dating



Men: Improve your successful dates by 117%
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Top Tips For Heterosexual Men:

1. Get Active! 70% of women like to get physical on a 
date! No, not like that. Choose a more active date, such as 
ice skating.

2. They call it puppy love! 79% of women like men with 
dogs. So it’s okay to say you love ‘Lucky the Lab’ more than 
anyone else…

3. Keep the talk clean. The date is going well, don’t think 
of including dirty talk, 66% of women want you to keep it 
clean!

4. Suggest splitting the bill. 72% of women would rather 
split the bill with you, so looks like you can afford to go to 
places more upscale than Nandos!

5. She prefers going to hers. So, do risk being just another 
notch on her bed post! 62% of women prefer to go back to 
theirs.

6. Tidy your room! In case you do go back to yours, 68% 
of women are looking for someone clean and tidy!

* The percentage success rate was arrived at by using the statistic improvement from a 50% choice which would be made by an 
uninformed person making a split decision and were aggregated across the 6 answers.
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Top Tips For Heterosexual Women:

1. Keep a joke up your sleeve. 97% of men would love 
to hear a joke when the conversation runs dry!

2. Ditch the Uber! Get more quality time with him outside! 
61% of men would rather walk than catch an Uber.

3. Don’t shy away from toilet humour! Single men are 
partial to toilet humour; 86% of them! So, if you do have 
a potty mouth, don’t worry too much, as you are probably 
on safe ground, though we can’t promise anything!

4. Be open. Bucking the stereotype, 84% of modern men 
prefer an open book on a first date. Let your walls down a 
little around him. 

5. Think cheap and cheerful when it comes to drinks. 
88% of men prefer going to a laid-back pub rather than an 
upmarket bar.

6. Let your puppy love out! 76% of men like dogs, so get 
ready to bond over your love for them.

Women: Improve your successful dates by 
157% 



LGB: Improve your successful dates by 212% 

Top Tips for LGB Dating:

1. Experimentation over comfort: If you are in a same-
sex relationship, chances are over half of you, 56% to be 
exact, would rather get kinky than cuddle.

2. Prepare for a mellow night. 90% of our gay and 
bisexual users would rather chill out in a pub on a Friday 
night than hit the clubs.

 

3. Think outside the box! 71% of gay and bisexual users 
would rather have an adventurous weekend than relaxed.

4. Planning is overrated! If you are going on a same-
sex date, just go with the flow, as 67% of our users who 
identified as bisexual or gay like to be spontaneous.

 

5. Be patient! 63% of our users who identify as either gay 
or bisexual would describe themselves as more introverted in 
new social settings. 

6. Get ready for deep conversations. 91% of those who 
identify as gay or bisexual would describe themselves as 
more complicated thinkers. 
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Section 5: Dating Statistics: Conversation 
Starters
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1. Ask your date what drives them: Success or 
money? 96% of our users said they are more motivated 
by success, ask and find out why.

2. Talk up your adventures. 73% of people see an 
adventurous weekend as doing physical outdoor activities, 
such as hiking, water rafting or sky diving. 

3. In 2018, Harry Potter was still a topic of 
conversation. There’s a high chance your date could be a 
snaky Slytherin over Gryffindor (however, 52% of our users 
would still rather be courageous over cunning.)

4. Discuss food, except for pineapple on pizza! When 
discussing food, don’t bring up pineapple on a pizza! 62% 
of women hate even the idea of it.

5. Don’t talk religion. Overwhelmingly, 88% of people 
would rather talk about science!

6. Practice what you preach! 84% of people say they are 
doers over dreamers; talk about what you’ve done with your 
life!



Section 6: James Preece: 2019 is the Year Your 
Dating Life Reaches New Highs

We’ve long been able to make assumptions and, somewhat, 
educated guesses about what people are looking for in a 
potential romantic partner. This has been from having open 
discussions with friends, families and peers. Now, CLiKD have 
provided the in-depth data to back it up. 

With the data they have accumulated, we now have an authentic 
insight into the mindset of a large group of singletons. We know, 
definitively, that 79% of women prefer dogs over cats. So, if you 
have one, include them in your online profile pictures to get more 
interest. We know 84% of men prefer an open book on a first 
date. So, they’re looking for authenticity and women exuding 
self-confidence. We know that 63% of people who identify as gay 
or bisexual can be introverted when they first meet new people. 

James is the UK’s top Celebrity Dating Expert and Dating Coach. He teaches people how to master the secrets of 
dating, confidence, flirting, body language and attraction. His experience means he has worked with the best 

online dating sites and agencies, as well as working on singles parties and matchmaking. He’s the author of the 
best-selling book, ‘I Will Make You Click: Online Dating Secrets Revealed.’
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A last message from Team CLiKD!

We hope that you enjoyed reading this report as much as we enjoyed making it. Love and dating should be all about personality. 
So be yourself and the right person will love you for who you are.

xxx

This data provides the answer to the behavioural patterns we have been picking up on in dating, but not fully understanding. 

It’s impressive to see such an extensive report that covers everything from dating tips to conversation starters. It’s hard to generalise such 
a large group of varied individuals, but with CLiKD’s bespoke questions, we get to see into the mindset of many niche enthusiasts. We get 
to see more specific interests addressed, such as Harry Potter or pop culture references like Love Island. Even Brexit is discussed. We get to 
see the ideas people are attracted to, instead of an emphasis being put on physical attractiveness. People like people who are like them, 
so shared interests are essential.  

The report reveals exactly what you need to do and say in order to have a perfect first date. For example, 84% 
of people said they are action takers, which shows you need to have some initiative and get on with the meeting 
process quickly. 

True attraction is a combination of both, but finding someone’s personality attractive results in a deeper connection that outlasts 
appearance. This report proves what we’ve known all along: Personality is the most important trait in dating. 

James Preece




